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The worst financial crisis since the Great Depression has had an impact on all investors. Amidst this economic downturn has come opportunity for large, 
well-capitalized investors with a long investment horizon to seek attractive investments in infrastructure and real estate both in Canada and globally.  
Under today’s market conditions, some investors are well positioned to capitalize on current, short-term market opportunities to acquire and hold high-  
quality infrastructure and real estate assets over the long term. These types of assets are an important long-term part of CPP Investment Board’s investment 
strategy. In the 2009 Schulich Perspectives Lecture, David Denison will examine the state of global markets relative to infrastructure and real estate, and the 
role of these alternative asset classes within CPP Investment Board’s portfolio. He will also outline the organization’s unique advantages as a global investor.         

David Denison 
David was appointed to his position in January 2005. As the President and CEO of the CPP Investment Board, David is 
responsible for leading the organization and its investment activities. ¶ David has 30 years of experience in the financial 
services sector, including senior postings in the investment, consulting and mutual fund businesses in Canada, 
the US and Europe. His previous firms have included Merrill Lynch, S.G. Warburg Canada, Midland Walwyn and 
Mercer Consulting. ¶ He joined Fidelity Investments Canada in 1995 as the company’s Chief Operations Officer and 
was later named President. David spent the years from 2000 to 2003 as President of Fidelity Investments Institutional 
Brokerage Group in Boston before resuming his duties as President of the Canadian company, a position he held 
until his appointment to the CPP Investment Board. ¶ A native of Gander, Newfoundland, David was raised in Montreal. 
He is a graduate of the University of Toronto with undergraduate degrees in mathematics and education. Following 
six years as an educator, David earned his Chartered Accountant designation and began his business career. ¶ He is the  
Chair of the Canadian Coalition for Good Governance and a director of York University, the Investment Industry Regulatory  
Organization of Canada, the United Way of Greater Toronto and the Investment Committee for the Toronto Community Foundation.
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